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Dear Mayor Lightfoot,          January 25, 2023 
  
As business leaders, we write to express strong business support for tackling climate emissions from Chicago's 
building sector. With nearly 70 percent of Chicago’s climate emissions coming from buildings, meaningful action 
to reduce emissions from the city’s buildings is paramount. Two specific policies we support are: passing building 
performance standards and a phase-out of fossil fuels in new buildings.  
 
We represent architects, real estate developers, financial advisors, sustainability experts, renewable energy 
developers, energy efficiency contractors, and other business professionals from all parts of the city’s economy. 
The technology to transition to cleaner buildings is available; we now need leadership from the Mayor’s office 
and city ordinances that tap into the profound job creating, cost saving benefits of reducing building emissions.  
 
We were excited to see the Mayor’s office release recommendations from the Chicago Building Decarbonization 
Working Group, outlining ways to equitably reduce building emissions in the city while boosting Chicago's local 
economy & creating more clean energy jobs. We thank you for convening working groups to identify the 
importance of making Chicago's buildings cleaner, healthier, and more efficient. Action on clean and healthy 
buildings will be critical to meet the goal of reducing the City's current emissions 62 percent by 2040, as set forth 
in Chicago's 2022 Climate Action Plan. 
 
To fully decarbonize our buildings, we must invest in both electrification and efficiency. Chicago is already home 
to more than 12,000 workers engaged in work related to clean buildings. In both Chicago and Illinois, energy 
efficiency and electrification of buildings employs at least 2 times as many workers than fossil fuels in buildings. 
 
This includes workers who replace old insulation in the attics of single-family bungalows and walls of two- and 
three-flats, fit new pipes for geothermal heating and cooling systems in commercial buildings, and install electric 
stoves and air source heat pumps in homes and buildings. Accelerating building decarbonization work in Chicago 
will grow this workforce by creating more clean energy jobs. 
  
Building decarbonization is also good for consumers. According to a recent study, transitioning a single-family or 
individually metered multi-family home to all-electric heating will save over $20,000 in twenty years with savings 
starting in the first year. 
 
With the Inflation Reduction Act incentives creating an unprecedented opportunity for cities, states, and 
customers to advance clean energy and building retrofits, the time to act is now. The City of Chicago must pass 
the following: 
 
Building Performance Standard (BPS) – As part of the National BPS Coalition, the City of Chicago has committed 
to proposing a BPS by Earth Day of 2024. In developing a BPS, Chicago should establish targets for reduced 
energy use and onsite greenhouse gas emissions for buildings over 25,000 sq/ft. and require that buildings meet 
the standard by 2040 with interim emissions reductions targets set in between. 
 
Fossil Fuel Phase Out for New Construction - Adopt legislation requiring the phase-out of fossil fuels in all new 
residential and commercial buildings and major renovations of existing buildings by 2024. 
We believe that equity must be considered as a foundational part of any successful Building Performance 
Standard (BPS) and new construction policy. As such, it is critical to prioritize the retrofitting of existing buildings, 
to prevent costs being passed down to tenants, and to maximize health, affordability, and workforce benefits for 
all of Chicago, especially frontline communities. 
 
To meet the city’s climate goals and create new job opportunities for Chicagoans, Chicago must pass these 
policies without delay. 
 
Sincerely,  
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Lisa Adams 
Principal 
HKS Architects 
 
Maryam Afzaa 
Designer II 
HED Architecture and Design 
 
Lacey Aley 
Architect 
Solomon Cordwell Buenz 
 
Fernando Araujo 
Associate Principal 
Solomon Cordwell Buenz 
 
Brock Auerbach-Lynn 
Director 
Mission Measurement 
 
Tom Bassett-Dilley 
President 
Tom Bassett-Dilley Architects, Ltd. 
 
Annette Beitel 
President 
Future Energy Enterprises 
 
Maria Bergh 
Founder / Architect 
We Build Agency 
 
Scott Birney 
DLR Group 
Senior Structural Engineer 
 
Toshia Booker 
Managing Partner 
SPLOR Management LLC 
 
Cody Bornsheuer 
Senior Associate 
RATIO 
 
Amena Boztepe 
Designer Technical II 
Solomon Cordwell Buenz 
 

Dennis Burke 
Project Manager 
Tom Bassett-Dilley Architects 
 
Kyle Cepeda 
Electrical Engineer 
Arup 
 
Stephen Chertok 
Real Estate Broker 
@Properties 
 
Christine Cho 
Project Manager 
Cushman & Wakefield 
 
Mary Cotey 
Architect & Design Specialist 
Metro Hardwoods 
 
Foster Dale 
Principal 
Foster Dale Architects, Inc. 
 
Christopher Dillion 
President 
Campbell Coyle 
 
Peter Dishno 
Senior Commissioning Project Manager 
Baumann Consulting 
 
Kathy Dwyer 
Business Administrator 
KENTADA 
 
Jake Dyer 
Assistant Project Manager 
Alston 
 
Rand Ekman 
Chief Sustainability Officer 
HKS Architects 
 
Ellington Ellis 
Managing Partner/Co-Founder 
Ovshinsky Innovation 
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Lindsey Elton 
President 
Eco Achievers 
 
Matthew Etcheson 
Architect 
Opus AE Group 
 
Gwen Falcone 
Product Marketing Director 
JLL 
 
Scott Farbman 
Innovation Lead 
dbHMS 
 
Olivia Faydenko 
Project Manager 
Reed Construction 
 
Jason Franken 
Project Manager 
dbHMS 
 
Juanita Garcia 
Senior Project Manager, High Performance & 
Sustinable Construction 
Pepper Construction 
 
Leonora Georgeoglou 
Principal 
HED Architecture and Design 
 
Joseph Gettemy 
Mechanical Engineer 
Shive-Hattery 
 
Sara Greenwood 
Principal 
Greenwood Consulting Group 
 
Daniel Guico 
Sustainability Specialist 
APTIM 
 
Delph Gustitus 
Principal 
BTL Architects, Inc. 

Michelle Halle Stern 
President 
The Green Facilitator 
 
NatalieHicks 
Senior Project Manager & Technical Leader 
HPZS 
 
Helen Ho 
Research Manager 
DLR Group 
 
Tony Holub 
Senior Project Architect 
HOK 
 
Chyanne Husar 
Principal Architect 
HUSarchitecture 
 
Samuel Irwin 
Director of Business Development 
Omni Ecosystems 
 
Daniel Jaconetti, AIA, LEED AP 
National Sustainable Design Leader 
HED Architecture and Design 
 
Matt Johnson 
Senior Energy Engineer 
Elara Engineering 
 
Loren Johnson 
Senior Architect 
Legat Architects 
 
Jamie Johnson 
CEO 
Verde Energy Efficiency 
 
Niket Joshi 
Designer Technical II 
SCB 
 
Joseph Juhl 
Architect 
Tom Bassett-Dilley Architects 
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Hannah Kim 
Manager 
Heritage Cleaners 
 
Steve King 
President 
The Invert Chicago, LLC 
 
Nathan Kipnis 
Principal 
Kipnis Architecture + Planning 
 
Michelle Knox 
President 
WindSolarUSA, Inc. 
 
Nancy Kohout 
Principal Mechanical Engineering Leader 
SmithGroup 
 
RonaldKollat 
Consultant 
Environmental Energy 
 
Noelle Kramer 
Project Manager and Project Archiect 
HPZS 
 
Jack Kritzman 
Architect 
SCB 
 
Dustin Langille 
Principal 
Elara Engineering 
 
Keonho Lim 
Building Performance Analyst 
dbHMS, DataBasedPlus 
 
Andrew Lindstrom 
Interior Designer 
SCB 
 
Patty Lloyd 
Director of Sustainability 
Leopardo Companies, Inc. 
 

Kelly Majewski 
Energy Engineer 
JLL 
 
Jill Maltby-Abbott 
Senior High Performance Designer 
DLR Group 
 
Jeffrey Martin 
Associate Principal 
Syska Hennessy Group, Inc. 
 
Lexy Martone 
Architectural Designer 
HPZS 
 
Jen Masengarb 
Executive Director 
AIA Chicago 
 
Claudia Mattison 
Group Leader | DataBased+ 
dbHMS 
 
Debra McQueen 
President 
Debra McQueen Architect Inc. 
 
Kellen McSweeney 
Program Manager 
Slipstream 
 
Prem Mehrotra 
President 
General Energy Corp. 
 
Molly Meyer 
CEO and Founder 
Omni Ecosystems 
 
Jessica Miller 
Director, Policy Strategy and Engagement 
Institute for Market Transformation 
 
Mark Miller 
Owner 
Mark A. Miller Architects/Builders Inc. 
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John Mlade 
Director 
Wight & Co 
 
Mubasheeruddin Mohammed 
Architect 1 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
Andrew Morrison 
Energy Engineer 
Slipstream 
 
Kelly Moynihan 
Principal 
HPZS 
 
Janeallison Ng 
Interior Designer 
Solomon Cordwell Buenz 
 
RandallNieukirk 
Director of IT 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
Kimberly Nigro 
Founder 
Studio Nigro Architecture + Design 
 
Emma Novak 
Civil Engineer 
WSP 
 
Thomas Olmsted 
Senior Energy Engineer 
Ramboll 
 
Steven Olson 
Associate Principal 
SCB 
 
Ryan Ornberg 
Associate Principal 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
Chad Osborn 
Manager 
Greenwise 
 

A.J. Patton 
Founder & CEO 
548 Enterprise 
 
Olivia Paxson 
Structural Designer 
IMEG Corp 
 
Bernina Perkins 
Executive Director 
E.S. Evolution 
 
Scott Petersen 
Architectural Resource Librarian 
Solomon Cordwell Buenz 
 
Milton Pinsky 
Chairman 
Banner Real Estate Group 
 
Emily Purcell 
Sustainability Lead 
SCB 
 
Jasmin Randlett 
Sustainability Manager 
Polycor Inc. 
 
Makayla Read 
Sustainability Field Engineer 
UL Solutions 
 
Dara Reiff 
Associate Director 
Elevate 
 
Christiane Rey 
Professor of Instruction 
Northwestern University 
 
Mike Rogers 
Advisor 
Energy Efficiency Solutions 
 
Kyle Rosenthal 
ESG and Sustainability Analyst 
Ventas 
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Lisa Ross 
Accounting Manager 
HPZS 
 
Brent Ross 
Senior Associate 
Perkins&Will 
 
Marilia Sa Ribeiro 
Design Associate 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
Bonnie Sanborn 
Design Research Leader 
DLR Group 
 
Linda Sanchez 
President & CEO 
Green Chicago Real Estate, LLC 
 
Gustavo Sandoval 
Project Manager 
Elevate 
 
BernadetteScheib 
Associate Principal Mechanical Engineer 
Burohappold Engineering 
 
Gisela Schmidt 
Senior Project Architect 
Stantec 
 
Mark Sexton 
Principal 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
Andrea Sforza 
Senior Architect 
HPZS 
 
Kinga Siek 
Real Estate Broker 
@properties 
 
Sera Sousley 
Realtor 
Keller Williams ONEChicago 
 

Chris Springthorpe 
Acoustic Consultant 
Threshold Acoustics 
 
Jed Starner 
Commissioning Team Technical Leader 
Cyclone Energy Group 
 
Mark Stenftenagel 
CEO 
Whitney Architects 
 
Jaclyn Stevons 
Architect 
SCB 
 
David Swain 
Senior Project Manager 
Studio Gang 
 
Ben Talbot 
Principal Solutions Consultant 
VTS 
 
Hans Thummel 
Science & Technology Studio Leader 
SmithGroup 
 
Zemriah Todd 
Founder and CEO 
Futurez NFP Incorporation 
 
Alina Tompert 
Project Manger 
Farr Associates 
 
Ryan Treacy 
Architect 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
John Truckenbrod 
CEO 
EV Energy 
 
Alita Tucker 
Chief Of Staff 
Omni Ecosystems 
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Benjamin Van Horne 
Owner 
Greenline Homes, LLC 
 
Jason Westrope 
Principal 
Development Management Associates, LLC 
 
Gabriel Wilcox 
Director of Sustainable Design 
Krueck Sexton Partners 
 
Dave Wilms      
Energy Consultant 
Advanced Renewables LLC 
 
Lawrence Zimmer 
President 
NPLH, Inc. 
 
Manuela Zoninsein 
CEO & Founder 
Kadeya 
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